Rural dentistry: opportunities for the next millennium in fixed and mobile practices.
Many dentists assume that practice in California's rural counties would be hindered by lower income potential, professional isolation, and lack of specialists for assistance. The evidence suggests otherwise, however. Income data show that the population of many rural counties can well afford dental care. In addition, new uses of the Internet for teleconsulting and idea exchange has the potential for reducing isolation and providing access to specialized knowledge. Particularly for those practitioners who enjoy the rural lifestyle, such counties offer excellent potential for dental practice.